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lending money on interest and agriculture. To the Sudras
he assigned only one duty, to serve the other three classes
without jealousy.

Up to that time varna seems to have been dependent on
the duties to be performed, and it was not until the Puranic
times and not completely even then that birth alone was
declared the determining factor. In the Suta Samhita, which
is a part of the Skanda Purdna, it is, however, laid down that
the distinction of caste for all orders is due to birth and not
to millions of karmas^ just as the class to which an animal
belongs is determined by its birth and not otherwise. The
present castes and their divisions are not based on the
old principles but on the incident of birth. The two tests,
whether the twice-born will take water and cooked
food from the hands of its members and whether
Brahmans will act as priests on occasions of births,
marriages or deaths, determine the comparative purity or
otherwise of the caste. To give some idea of the minute
regulation of this system, and how its laws are framed to
regulate the life of its slaves, it may be mentioned, says
Dr. Wilkins1, that it has for infancy, pupilage and manhood
its ordained methods of suckling, sipping, eating and
drinking, of washing, anointing, rising, reclining, of moving,
visiting, travelling, of speaking, reading, listening and
reciting, and of meditating, singing, working, and
fighting. It has its laws for social and religious rites,
privileges and occupations, for education, duty, religious
service, for errors, sins, transgressions; for inter-com-
munication, avoidance and ex-communication ; for defile-
ment and purification, for fines and punishments. It
unfolds the ways of committing what are called sins of
accumulating sins, of acquiring, dispensing and losing merit.
It treats of inheritance, conveyance, possession and dis-
possession of property, and of bargains, gains, loss and
ruin. It deals with death, burial and burning, and with
commemoration, assistance and injury after death. It in-

1 Modern Hinduism by W. J* Wilkins, page 236.